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I have read vour retter of 0ctobelzr, Dll, regardrng chemrcar munrtronswith great Interest and tt".i-i"u. concerns in [he crlttcal area of chcnr.ical warfare (c',). As-,il-i.#,-l_h;y;-i;;# ,oir", surdancc to rmpre-ment PD-15' whlctr-supPorts the current cl{ ncaoti"iton, whlle preservlngour potentiar abiltty to produce our own brniry ciemlcat weapons rfnegotiatlons faII to shon piogi"rr.
Flrst, let me assure you that there are no funds lncludcd ln either theFY 1978 or Fy I 979 defense budget for facl I ltics for prodproductlon of blnary chemlcal r,veapons. l,Ic have lncl

uctlon or pr6-
research and developmant fund

udcd some I lmlted
that we are developlng for p

lng for blna ry ur€apons. Thc onl v
f

plans
we have for roductlon arc contlngency plans o the sortany conceptual weaPons systcm, not f irm plens.
To place our CII program In perspectlve, I want to emphaslze that themajor effort of our present p rograms ls to provlde Improvemcnts tn ourprotectlve pos ture, both ln research and devcloplrcn t of ncw I tems aridprocurement of standard equl ptr€nt.' Thesc programs havc besn ful Iported by Congress and t plan to contlnue then. I,Ic tuould be

y suP-
provlde you and your sta ff a conpletc brleflng on

pleased io
DOD assossment of the cu th reat at your convenlen

the prog rams and the
ce.

Even whlle we are negotlatlng a troaty to ban chemlcal warfare, the thrGatof the use of crtemrcli w;;i;;.-";arnsi orr-ior""i' remarns great. scveratof our Unif ted conrnand 
"o,rr"iJ.ri rr"r" ;;;";ti;';o0munrcated ro mc person-ally their conccrn about th;;i;ir"r naturc of'ou.- protectlve posture andabout the need ror-lgiori;;;;'cw posiur" in iin" wrth ir,"-t[i."t facrnsuS forces and our ar riei.--'i"il.*,"1;s;; ; irr"'"rready demonstratedconslderabte restrarnt In ;;-;; 

"ri"nirr" i,"pJuirty. r hope thrs wrrprovlde a favorabte cr rr"t.-ior-'iogotiatrons. 'slnce 
1913, wc have unr_lateral ly demi r r tarized *r.'ii"n 7,000 tons of 

-cirernlcar 
agents and alarge number of munrtions. -riis"sto"kpire 

reductron, coupred wrth thefact that no chemicat ,.rponi"i"r" been produ."a since 1969, shourd haveatreadv achieved *,. pii"[;i;ei;;i. ;r;"i;;;-v., *,,troned. perhaps itwill eliclt a Sovlet;;;;;;;;"iJ-tn" us lnitlitiri. However, our combrnedintelligence anarysis rris-coitiirea to snow-no-aiatement of the rathers i gn i f i cant I v expindea soviet 
-i"t 

i ri iv i" -ir,"-"['Jir 
""r warfare f ierd.
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I do not feer it.woutd be prudent.to.forego the neccssary rong-rcadplannlng requrred ror ttre l"r.ir.rr, a"r"iip,r.ii, 

"n, plot productionof blnarv munrtrons. il-d;;r;n t6 fortow'the-gurdance provrded inPD-t5, supportrns to ti" iurl"]i ;;"'J":l]ril=nlsotratrons, andprepartng for a_ ieview and r*i;ggrAqqt it_tI_e_beglnnl.ng_of_rhe_Fy J gg0 -

fif'l,trle-unr-es=-srE-"ird*iriosr;;;i raa1 rn Geneva prror to
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